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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
REDDITCH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Henderson  and  Gentlemen, 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  in  the  absence  of  Dr.  Baster 
to  present  his  report  for  the  year  1949  on  the  work  of  your 
Health  Department. 

As  I  was  not  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  at  any 
time  during  1949  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  make  any  com¬ 
ments  on  the  report  which  is  essentially  that  of  Dr.  Baster. 
Where  he  has  not  been  able  to  complete  the  report  I  have 
inserted  the  statistical  figures  and  any  facts  available  with¬ 
out  comment. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Mrs.  Henderson  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  T.  SHENNAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Of  \  "  A  .f 

/Jl  ^  ,  .  V  —  <  '  ' 
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SECTION  A. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions 

of  the  Area. 

Area  —  12,059  acres. 

Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of  resident  population, 

mid  1949  —  28,440 
„  1948  —  27,900 
„  1947  —  26,680 
„  1939  —  23,070 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  end  of  1949  —  8,198 

„  „  1948  —  8,292 

„  „  1947  —  7,893 

„  „  1939  —  7,292 

Rateable  Value,  1st  October,  1949  —  £144,724 
Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  —  £564 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

M 

F 

Total 

Legitimate 

257 

241 

498 

Illegitimate 

21 

16 

37 

Total  . . . 

278 

257 

535 

BIRTH  RATE  (Births  per  1,000  population): — 

1949  1948  1947  1939  1949  (England  &  Wales). 

18.80  18.14  20.13  16.12  16.70 

ILLEGITIMACY  RATE  (Total  live  illegitimate  births  per 
1,000  total  live  births): — 

1949  1948  1947  1939 

69.15  39.5  55.9  40.8 

STILL  BIRTHS. 


STILL-BIRTHS 

M 

F 

Total 

Legitimate 

7 

5 

12 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

Total  ... 

8 

5 

13 
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STILL-BIRTH  RATE  (Still-births  per  1,000  total  popula¬ 
tion)  : — 

1949  1948  1947  1939  1949  (England  &  Wales). 

0.46  0.39  0.45  0.92  0.39 

DEATHS. 


DEATHS 

M 

F 

Total 

162 

167 

329 

DEATH  RATE  (Deaths  per  1,000  population): — 

1949  1948  1947  1939  1949  (England  &  Wales). 

11.57  11.00  12.74  12.18  11.7 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 


MATERNAL  DEATHS 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

2 

Other  maternal  cause 

0 

Total  ... 

2 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (Maternal  Deaths  per 
1,000  total  (live  and  still)  Births): — 

1949  1948  1947  1939  1949  (England  &  Wales). 

3.40  1.9  Nil  2.57  0.98 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 


DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER 

1  YEAR 

M 

F 

Total 

Legitimate 

11 

7 

18 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

Total 

12 

7 

19 
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INFANT  DEATH  RATE  (Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of 
age,  all  causes,  per  1,000  live  births): — 


1949 

1948 

1947 

1939 

1949 

England 
&  Wales 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

33.64 

27.00 

30.86 

50.00 

39.11 

Nil 

73.56 

Nil 

— 

Total  ... 

35.5 

31.62 

39.11 

73.56 

32.00 

DEATHS  FROM  DIARRHOEA  Sc  ENTERITIS  UNDER  2 
YEARS  OF  AGE. 


Male  ...  0 

Female  ...  1 

Total  ...  1 


RATE  PER  1,000  LIVE  BIRTHS. 

1949  1949  (England  &  Wales). 

1.86  3.0 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE 
REDDITGH  URBAN  DISTRICT,  1949, 

Mortality 
Rate  per 

Mortality 
Rate  per 

CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

M 

F 

Total 

1,000 
Pop.  1949 

1.000 
Pop. 1948 

1.  Typhoid  and  paraty- 

phoid  fevers 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2.  Cerebro-spinal  fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3.  Scarlet  fever  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4.  Whooping  Cough  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5.  Diphtheria  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  Res- 

piratory  System  ... 

5 

3 

8 

0.28 

0.43 

7.  Other  forms  of 

Tuberculosis . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0.04 

8.  Syphilitic  diseases  ... 

1 

0 

1 

0.035 

0 

9.  Influenza  . 

5 

1 

6 

0.21 

0.04 

10.  Measles  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

11.  Acute  poliomyelitis 

and  polio-encephalitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

12.  Acute  infectious 

encephalitis  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

13.  Cancer  of  buc.  cav. 

and  oesoph.  &  uterus 

2 

4 

6 

0.21 

0.21 

14.  Cancer  of  stomach 

and  duodenum 

7 

3 

10 

0.35 

0.47 

15.  Cancer  of  breast 

0 

9 

9 

0.32 

0.29 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other 

sites  . 

10 

12 

22 

0.77 

1.40 

17.  Diabetes  . 

2 

3 

5 

0.16 

0.14 

18.  Intra-cranial  vascular 

lesions  . 

17 

27 

44 

1.54 

1.40 

19.  Heart  diseases . 

40 

50 

90 

3.16 

2.95 

20.  Other  diseases  of  circ- 

ulatory  system 

4 

3 

7 

0.24 

0.36 

21.  Bronchitis . 

19 

4 

23 

0.81 

0.40 

22.  Pneumonia  . 

10 

7 

17 

0.59 

0.29 

23.  Other  respiratory 

diseases . 

4 

1 

5 

0.16 

0.18 

24.  Ulcer  of  stomach  or 

duodenum  . 

3 

0 

3 

0.10 

0.14 

25.  Diarrhoea  (under  2 

years)  . 

0 

1 

1 

0.035 

0.04 

26.  Appendicitis  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0.11 

27.  Other  digestive 

diseases  . 

0 

1 

1 

0.035 

0.18 

28.  Nephritis  . 

5 

2 

7 

0.24 

0.25 

29.  Puerperal  and  post- 

abortion  sepsis 

0 

2 

2 

0.07 

0 

30.  Other  maternal  causes 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0.04 

31.  Premature  birth 

1 

1 

2 

0.07 

0.25 

32.  Congenital  Malforma¬ 
tions,  birth  injuries, 

etc . 

5 

4 

9 

0.32 

0.14 

33.  Suicide  . 

3 

2 

5 

0.16 

0.04 

34.  Road  traffic  accidents 

4 

2 

6 

0.21 

1.11 

35.  Other  violent  causes 

1 

4 

5 

0.16 

0.36 

36.  All  other  causes 

8 

11 

19 

0.67 

0.79 

TOTAL  . . . 

162 

167 

329 

11.57 

11.00 
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COMMENT  ON  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


The  population,  at  28,440,  shows  a  further  substantial  increase, 
compared  with  the  previous  year,  of  940  of  this,  199  is  due  to  excess 
of  births  over  deaths,  the  rest  being  accounted  for  by  immigration. 
This  continued  immigration  must  further  complicate  our  housing 
problem,  and  it  does  seem  that  as  families  are  rehoused  from  un¬ 
satisfactory  conditions  their  former  residences  are  quickly  filled. 
Presumably  our  nearness  to  Birmingham  is  a  big  factor  here. 


THE  BIRTH  RATE  18.80  is  higher  than  last  year  (18.14)  and 
well  above  the  rate  for  the  whole  country  16.70.  The  illegitimacy 
rate  69.15  is  much  increased  over  last  year  (39.50)  though  not  as 
high  as  that  for  1946  (84.70).  The  still-birth  rate  (0.46  per  1.000 
population)  shows  a  slight  increase  over  last  year  (0.39)  and  Is 
higher  than  that  for  the  whole  country  0.39. 


THE  DEATH  RATE,  11.57  shows  an  increase  over  last  year 
(11.00)  but  this  only  reflects  a  similar  increase  in  the  rate  for  the 
whole  country,  (11.70)  as  compared  with  last  year  (10.80).  The 
principal  causes  of  death  were  as  follows  by  percentage  (1948  figures 
in  brackets): — 


1.  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory 
System  (including  Inter-cranial  vas¬ 
cular  lesions) 

42.9%  of  all  deaths. 
(42.7%) 

2.  Cancer  (all  forms) 

14.6%  „  „ 
(21.5%) 

yy 

3.  Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  T.B.) 

13.7%  „  „ 
(8.5%) 

yy 

4.  Congenital  Malformations,  birth  in¬ 
juries,  etc. 

2.7%  „  „ 
(1.4%) 

yy 

5  Tuberculosis 

2.4%  „  „ 
(4.2%) 

yy 

The  percentage  of  deaths  falling  in  the 

major  groups 

shows 

some  variation  compared  with  the  previous  year. 


Disease  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system  (including  deaths 
in  old  age)  is  very  similar  to  last  year  and  remains  the  major  group. 

The  number  and  proportion  of  deaths  due  to  Cancer  show  a 
considerable  decrease  to  14.6%  (21.5%). 


Deaths  from  Congenital  Malformations  and  Birth  Injuries  are 
double  those  of  last  year. 


Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  show  a  further  decrease  being  two- 
thirds  of  last  year’s  number,  which  is  encouraging. 
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Deaths  from  infectious  disease  increased  over  last  year  the 
main  cause  being  influenza  at  6  deaths  (1). 


DEATHS  BY  AGE, 

1949. 

Age  in  years 

% 

0-1  . 

3.61 

1  -  14  . 

1.29 

15-24  . 

2.00 

25-64  . 

32.90 

65  and  over 

60.24 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  RATE. 

There  were  two  deaths  due  to  causes  associated  with  child¬ 
birth. 


Though  the  figure  of  3.40  (1.9)  maternal  deaths  per  thousand 
total  births  appears  to  compare  unfavourably  with  the  maternal  figure 
of  0.98  (1.02)  it  cannot  be  considered  significant  when  based  on  the 
figure  of  two  deaths. 

THE  INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE,  35.50  shows  a  slight  in¬ 
crease  compared  with  the  previous  year  (31.62)  but  was  still  below 
the  1947  figure  (39.11)  but  is  above  the  figure  for  England  and  Wales, 
32.00  (34.00).  Altogether,  not  counting  still  births,  only  19  children 
out  of  535  failed  to  reach  one  year  of  age.  This  is  a  considerable 
improvement  on  the  figures  of  fifty  years  ago  when  in  1900,  154 
children  born  alive  out  of  each  thousand  died  before  the  age  of  one 
year. 


Page  Eight 


ANNUAL  REPORT.  SECTION  B. 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services, 

Services  provided  by  the  County  Council. 

The  County  Council,  as  Welfare  and  Education  Auth¬ 
ority,  provides  the  majority  of  the  personal  health  services 
for  the  District.  These  services  include: — 

(a)  CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 


Clinic 

Situation 

Time  of  Holding 

Redditch  Infant 
Welfare  Centre 

Old  Vicarage, 
Bromsgrove  Road 

Monday  &  Tuesday 

2  p.m. 

Astwood  Bank  Infant 
Welfare  Centre 
(Including  Diphth¬ 
eria  Immunisation) 

Church  Hall 
Astwood  Bank 

2nd  &  4th  Mondays, 

2  p.m. 

Feckenham  Infant 
Welfare  Centre 
(Including  Diphth¬ 
eria  Immunisation) 

Village  Hall, 
Feckenham 

1st  Wednesdays 

2  p.m. 

Ante-natal  Clinic 

Old  Vicarage, 

Tuesdays,  10  a.m. 

Ante-natal  Clinic 

Church  Hall 
Astwood  Bank 

2nd  &  4th  Mondays, 

School  Clinic 

Old  Vicarage, 

Thursdays  11.30  a.m. 

Dental  Clinic 

Old  Vicarage, 

Wednesdays  and 
Fridays,  10  a.m 

Orthopaedic  Clinic 

Old  Vicarage, 

Mondays,  10  a.m. 

Ophthalmic  Clinic 

Old  Vicarage, 

Tuberculosis  Clinic 

The  Dispensary, 
Elm  Road 

Fridays,  2  p.m. 

j  Diphtheria 

Immunisation 

Old  Vicarage, 

2nd  &  4th  Thurs¬ 
days,  9.30  a.m. 

(b)  MIDWIFERY  SERVICES. 

Midwifery  Services  were  provided  by  three  agencies,  (1)  The 
family  doctor  who  was  available  for  home  confinements,  (2)  the 
County  Council,  who  provided  the  services  of  midwives  and  ante¬ 
natal  clinics  and  (3)  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  who  provided  in¬ 
stitutional  treatment. 
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This  division  of  responsibility  will  presumably  be  modified  as 
each  agency  gets  experience  from  conducting  its  service:  it  is  of 
interest  to  consider  that  the  implementation  of  the  National  Health 
Services  Act,  passed  to  provide  a  comprehensive  service,  has  when 
it  has  made  any  change,  tended  to  divide  services,  the  Midwifery 
Service  and  the  Tuberculosis  Service  being  two  examples,  and  that 
this  state  of  affairs  will  continue  would  seem  unlikely:  we  can  there¬ 
fore  expect  a  greater  degree  of  integration  in  the  future. 

The  midwife  was  available  for  the  normal  home  confinement 
and  the  family  doctor  was  available  for  the  abnormal,  alternatively 
the  patient  could  have  the  services  of  her  own  family  doctor  for  her 
confinement.  Ante-natal  supervision  can  be  carried  out  either  at 
one  of  the  ante-natal  clinics  of  the  district,  or  by  the  family  doctor. 

There  are  three  Public  Maternity  Hospitals  serving  the  area, 
see  below,  and  complicated  cases  are  admitted  to  Hospitals  in  Birm¬ 
ingham.  Admission  to  these  hospitals  is  very  difficult  to  obtain 
as  there  is  a  serious  deficiency  in  the  number  of  beds  available  and 
they  are  not  readily  accessible  to  Redditch.  A  number  of  far-sighted 
people  in  the  town  got  together  and  a  maternity  home  was  opened  in 
Redditch:  this  has  been  of  the  greatest  value  to  the  town  as  (1)  many 
mothers  who  could  not  obtain  admission  to  a  Public  Maternity  Hos¬ 
pital  are  able  to  enter  it,  (2)  it  is  readily  accessible  for  the  local  pop¬ 
ulation  and  (3)  it  provides  a  higher  standard  than  would  be  obtained 
in  a  public  maternity  hospital.  A  good  deal  of  credit  is  due  to  the 
devoted  service  of  the  matron  of  this  hospital. 

(C)  HEALTH  VISITORS. 

The  County  Council  provide  a  service  of  health  visiting  which 
is  undertaken  by  Health  Visitors.  Three  work  in  this  district — Nurse 
Jones,  Clifton  Cottage,  Beoley;  Nurse  Flood,  57a,  Evesham  Street, 
Redditch,  and  Nurse  Nock,  “Elmsdale,”  Elm  Road,  Redditch.  Mrs. 
Jones  visits  the  Northern  part  of  the  district,  from  approximately 
Church  Green;  Miss  Nock  the  Central  part  of  the  town  from  approx¬ 
imately  Church  Green  to  Mount  Pleasant,  and  Mrs.  Flood  the  South¬ 
ern  part  of  the  district,  from  Mount  Pleasant,  including  Astwood 
Bank  and  Feckenham.  Though  the  functions  of  Health  Visitors  were 
previously  confined  to  advising  mothers  on  the  care  of  babies  and 
young  children,  both  by  visiting  their  homes  and  at  Welfare  Clinics, 
the  scope  of  their  work  is  considerably  increasing  and  they  are  be¬ 
coming  the  general  advisors  on  health  matters  to  the  whole  family, 
though  at  the  moment  their  work  is  still  principally  with  young 
children. 

The  arduous  and  unspectacular  work  of  the  Health  Visitors 
during  the  past  two  or  three  decades  is  strikingly  reflected  in  the 
obviously  improved  physique  of  children  and  young  people. 

(d)  TUBERCULOSIS. 

Responsibility  for  dealing  with  tuberculosis  is  divided  between 
three  bodies:  (1)  The  Regional  Hospital  Board  who  provided  treat¬ 
ment  through  a  clinic  in  the  town  and  by  the  provision  of  hospital 
beds,  (2)  the  County  Council  who  provide  through  the  Clinic  and  the 
Tuberculosis  Visitors  for  the  nersonal  welfare  and  supervision  of  the 
tuberculosis  patient  and  his  family  and  (3)  the  District  Council  who 
deal  with  the  general  environment  of  the  tuberculous.  A  Tuber¬ 
culosis  After-Care  Committee  has  been  formed  to  deal  with  the  after¬ 
care  of  tuberculous  sufferers,  a  very  important  part  of  T.B.  work  as 
it  tends  to  be  a  long  and  disabling  illness.  A  working  arrangement 
was  put  into  operation  during  the  year  on  the  lines  that  your  Medical 
Officer  extracted  from  the  Tuberculosis  Nurses  report  any  matters 
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requiring  attention  which  were  passed  on  to  your  Sanitary  Inspector 
for  the  work  to  be  put  in  hand.  The  system  appears  to  work  well 
and  useful  work  has  been  carried  out,  this  attention  to  the  living 
conditions  of  the  sufferers  is  of  the  utmost  value  and  when  it  has  been 
necessary  families  have  been  re-housed  or  their  dwellings  have  been 
put  in  order:  tuberculosis  is  a  first  priority  in  re-housing. 


The  biggest  shortcomings  of  the  Tuberculosis  Service  is  the 
lack  of  hospital  beds — the  waiting  time  being  about  six  months  for 
admission.  It  is  hoped  that  this  coming  year  more  beds  will  be 
available  in  the  County  and  the  waiting  time  greatly  reduced.  This 
should  have  been  a  first  priority  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  in 
view  of  the  enormous  damage  which  can  be  done  by  an  infectious 
tuberculous  case  being  at  large  in  the  community. 


(e)  VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

Arrangements  are  made  for  the  treatment  of  Venereal  Disease 
at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Worcester,  and  the  General  Hospital,  Birm¬ 
ingham. 


(f)  SCHOOL  HEALTH. 

The  County  Council  conduct  an  extensive  School  Health  Ser¬ 
vice  which  includes  the  inspection  of  all  school  children,  at  least  three 
times  during  their  school  days,  by  the  school  medical  officers,  and 
such  other  medical  examination  as  may  be  necessary  by  the  school 
nurses.  Arrangements  are  made  for  the  treatment  of  minor  ailments 
at  the  School  Clinic  held  at  the  Old  Vicarage,  and  the  County  Council 
arrange  specialist  treatment — for  instance  Ophthalmic;  Orthopaedic; 
and  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat — at  special  clinics,  and  they  assist  the 
children  in  obtaining  such  other  treatment  as  may  be  necessary.  The 
service  includes  a  general  supervision  of  the  hygiene  of  school  child¬ 
ren  and  the  sanitation  of  school  premises. 


Throughout  the  Country  the  School  Dental  Service  has  failed 
badly;  the  priority  scheme  for  expectant  mothers  and  children  has 
gone  completely  by  the  board  and  they  have  been  pushed  well  to  the 
back  of  the  queue,  in  many  places  the  children  have  been  pushed  out 
of  the  queue  altogether  and  it  has  become  impossible  for  parents  to 
obtain  any  treatment  for  them  at  all,  there  being  no  school  dental 
service  and  private  dentists  preferring  to  concentrate  in  the  more 
economic  practice  for  adults. 


This  has  been  due  to  the  unwillingness  of  the  local  health 
authorities  to  pay  dentists  any  more  than  a  small  fraction  of  what 
they  could  earn  by  private  practice  and  by  the  lack  of  interest  shown 
by  the  Minister  in  this  matter. 


In  Redditch  we  have  been  very  fortunate  in  that  the  County 
School  Medical  Officer  has  made  arrangements  with  dentists  in  priv¬ 
ate  practice  to  serve  the  school  dental  clinic;  the  scheme  has  worked 
well  and  the  children  have  received  good  and  adequate  attention, 
though  the  amount  of  work  is  at  times  overwhelming.  We  can  only 
pray  that  these  arrangements  will  continue  and  that  Redditch  will 
not  follow  the  rest  of  the  Country  and  abandon  school  dentistry  in 
favour  of  a  dental  service  measuring  its  success  in  the  magnitude  of 
its  false  teeth  production. 
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(g)  HOSPITALS. 


The  following  Hospital  facilities  are  available  for  the  residents 


of  this  district: — 

1. 

Infectious  Diseases  ... 

Hill  Top  Isolation  Hospital 
Bromsgrove. 

2. 

Tuberculosis  ... 

Knightwick  Sanatorium  and 
Hayley  Green  Sanatorium. 

3. 

Smallpox 

W.C.C.  Smallpox  Hospital, 

W  orcester. 

4. 

Maternity 

The  Redditch  Maternity  Hospital, 
Mary  Stephens  Maternity  Hospital, 
Stourbridge;  and  Lucy  Baldwin 
Maternity  Hospital,  Stourport. 

5. 

Children’s  Diseases  ... 

The  Children’s  Hospital, 
Birmingham. 

6. 

Tonsils  and  Adenoid 
cases 

Smallwood  Hospital,  Redditch. 

7. 

Puerperal  Fever  and 
Pyrexia  cases 

The  General  Hospital,  Birming¬ 
ham;  The  Royal  Infirmary,  Wor¬ 
cester. 

8. 

Venereal  Disease 

The  General  Hospital,  Birming¬ 
ham.  The  Royal  Infirmary,  Wor¬ 
cester. 

9. 

Public  Assistance 
Cases  (General)  ... 

The  Bromsgrove  Public  Assistance 
Institution. 

iO. 

Public  Assistance 
Cases  (Mental) 

Barnsley  Hall  Mental  Hospital, 
Bromsgrove,  and  Powick  Mental 
Hospital,  Malvern. 

11. 

General  Medical  and 
Surgical  Cases 

Smallwood  Hospital,  Redditch,  and 
Birmingham  Hospitals. 

An 

addition  to  this  list 

during  the  year  was  the  Redditch 

Maternity  Hospital,  a  voluntary  Hospital  supported  by  subscriptions 
and  payments  made  by  patients,  who  pay  either  the  normal  charge 
or  a  reduced  charge  according  to  their  income.  This  Hospital  does 
exceedingly  good  work  in  providing  the  town  with  a  Maternity  Hos¬ 
pital,  which  is  essentially  a  local  Hospital  service;  while  it  is  not  a 
free  service,  it  is  widely  used  by  mothers  who  do  not  wish  to  go  to 
other  parts  of  the  county  for  their  confinement.  Since  July  5th,  1948, 
the  control  of  the  above  Hospitals,  with  the  exception  of  the  Redditch 
Maternity  Hospital,  has  passed  to  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

(h)  AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

This  is  now  provided  wholly  by  the  County  Council.  It  is 
operated  from  the  same  premises  as  before  though  its  size  is  greatly 
increased.  It  is  now  free  to  the  user  and  is  a  very  popular  service 
indeed. 

(i)  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring  hospital  treament  were 
removed  either  to  Little  Bromwich  Hospital  in  Birmingham,  or  Hill 
Top  Isolation  Hospital,  Bromsgrove;  this  latter  will  cease  admitting 
cases  of  infectious  diseases  in  the  near  future,  all  will  then  go  to 
Little  Bromwich  Hospital. 
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HEALTH  EDUCATION. 


The  Council  subscribes  to  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Educa¬ 
tion,  whose  services  were  utilised  during  the  year  for  the  provision 
of  leaflets  and  posters.  Posters  were  displayed,  in  anticipation  of  the 
various  epidemic  diseases,  at  many  points  in  the  town.  Posters  were 
also  circulated  to  factories,  places  of  entertainment,  and  other  places 
where  people  congregate,  in  connection  with  the  general  promotion 
of  health  and  the  prevention  of  infectious  diseases.  The  Department 
has  the  use  of  one  E.M.B.  notice  board  in  Evesham  Street,  and  the 
windows  of  the  Health  Department  were  fitted  with  back-boards  for 
the  display  of  posters.  Increasing  use  will  be  made  of  the  service  of 
the  Central  Council  as  more  Health  Education  is  undertaken. 

A  display  stand  was  on  loan  from  the  Central  Council  and 
changes  of  display  material  were  provided  by  arrangement  with  the 
County  Council.  A  similar  stand  has  been  ordered  for  the  Health 
Department  and  I  feel  will  be  of  considerable  value;  arrangements 
are  being  made  to  borrow  material  from  the  County  Council  for 
display  and  coupled  with  our  own  material  many  useful  small  shows 
should  be  arranged. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

The  County  Laboratory  undertook  the  examination  of  clinical 
material  (Throat  swabs,  sputum,  blood,  etc.),  water,  milk,  foodstuffs 
and  chemical  analysis. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1948  a  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  Laboratory  was  set  up  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Worcester;  a 
specialist  bacteriologist  has  since  been  appointed  to  direct  it.  This 
laboratory  now  carries  out  all  clinical  and  bacteriological  examin¬ 
ations,  while  the  County  Analyst  deals  with  chemical  examinations. 
This  new  laboratory  service  is  invaluable  in  assisting  the  district’s 
disease  prevention  service. 


HOME  AND  DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE. 

This  functioned  well  during  the  year  and  did  most  useful  work. 
Its  office  was  removed  to  better  premises  in  Evesham  Street  making 
it  more  readily  accessible  to  the  public.  It  is  conducted  by  Mrs. 
White  whom  we  must  compliment  on  running  a  very  valuable  and 
efficient  service. 

The  number  of  home  helps  at  present  employed  is  3  full  time 
and  2  part  time.  The  service  is  available  for  families  during  con¬ 
finement  and  illness  of  the  mother,  in  cases  of  chronic  sickness,  in 
family  emergencies  and  for  old  people.  A  charge  is  made  which  can 
be  scaled  down  when  the  full  charge  cannot  be  afforded. 


DAY  NURSERY. 

The  Day  Nursery  continued  at  Church  Green,  providing  accom¬ 
modation  for  some  thirty  babies  and  toddlers.  It  continued  to  take 
in  only  babies  from  unmarried  mothers,  from  widows  and  from  moth¬ 
ers  whose  husbands  were  ill  and  who  were  thus  compelled  to  go  out 
to  work.  There  was  a  long  waiting  list  and  the  town  badly  needs  a 
second  day  nursery.  Though  these  nurseries  are  expensive  to  run 
they  probably  constitute  the  lesser  of  two  evils. 
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SECTION  C. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

This  is  reported  on  in  detail  by  your  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
This  district  was  kept  thoroughly  inspected  throughout  the  year.  In 
the  last  report  I  pointed  out  the  necessity  for  this.  The  amount  of 
work  which  has  to  be  performed  by  your  inspectors  is  steadily  grow¬ 
ing  due  to  the  increase  in  the  size  of  the  town,  the  number  of  business 
premises,  of  houses  and  of  people  have  all  risen  substantially  in  the 
last  five  years  and  are  still  rising,  and  to  the  increase  in  the  scope 
of  the  work  carried  out.  During  the  year  this  work  was  carried  out 
by  two  inspectors  and  a  student.  During  the  coming  year  the  student 
will  qualify  and  the  appointment  of  a  second  additional  inspector 
will  become  imperative. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

During  the  year  an  agreement  was  reached  with  the  East 
Worcestershire  Waterworks  Company  and  the  Droitwich  Rural  Dis¬ 
trict  Council  for  a  water  mains  extension  from  Feckenham  to  supply 
the  Bradley  Green  district  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  work  will  be 
completed  during  the  coming  year.  With  its  completion  there  will 
be  no  further  major  water  mains  extensions  necessary  and  we  can 
consider  Redditch  as  being  one  of  the  best  served  districts  of  its  kind, 
there  can  be  few  rural  areas  such  as  South  Redditch  with  so  intensive 
a  water  main  network. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Considerable  progress  was  made  during  the  year  with  pail 
closet  conversions  and  your  Inspector  was  very  successful  in  getting 
a  not  inconsiderable  number  of  properties  connected  to  the  sewer  in 
the  face  of  considerable  difficulties. 


RIVER  POLLUTION  PREVENTION. 

This  is  normally  dealt  with  by  the  County  Council.  During 
the  year  one  serious  pollution  occurred  at  Hunt  End.  An  examin¬ 
ation  of  the  stream  at  Feckenham  showed  a  considerable  pollution 
with  cyanide.  Warning  was  given  to  surrounding  districts,  repeated 
analysis  carried  out  and  a  search  for  the  source  of  the  pollution  made, 
though  we  were  never  able  to  demonstrate  it  conclusively  it  was 
thought  that  the  pollution  was  due  to  heavy  rain  washing  in  a  deposit 
from  dumps  of  an  old  battery  works. 
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SECTION  D 


Housing. 

Good  progress  was  made  during  the  year  in  the  provision  of 
new  houses  in  spite  of  considerable  difficulties  and  Redditch  must 
now  be  in  the  forefront  of  local  authorities  from  the  point  of  view  of 
housing.  Despite  the  good  progress  made  the  general  situation  re¬ 
mains  unchanged  compared  with  the  previous  year.  The  number  of 
houses  required  is  enormous  and  the  position  is  aggravated  by  Red- 
ditch’s  flourishing  industries,  with  their  growing  labour  demands  and 
by  the  close  proximity  of  Birmingham,  with  its  enormous  housing 
problems.  Once  again  it  is  fair  to  say  that  any  family  re-housed  was 
replaced  by  an  incoming  family,  this  must  lead  to  a  rapid  rise  in  the 
population  of  the  town.  As  rents  of  new  houses  are  subsidised,  how¬ 
ever,  from  the  rates  it  will  be  a  matter  of  some  concern  that  as  the 
proportion  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council  rises  the  rates  will  rise, 
alternatively  I  feel  sure  that  a  less  ambitious  programme  will  have 
to  appear  and  efforts  made  to  consider  cheaper  forms  of  housing  by, 
for  instance,  small  terraces  of  four  houses  and  smaller  houses.  As 
time  passes  it  will  be  necessary  to  carry  out  slum  clearance  and  de¬ 
molitions  and  this  is  becoming  a  matter  of  increasing  urgency  which 
cannot  be  postponed  indefinitely. 
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SECTION  E. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

FOOD  PREMISES. 

These  are  generally  inspected  and  supervised  in  pursuance  of 
powers  given  under  Section  13  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  Al¬ 
though  the  Act  was  passed  in  1938  its  implementation  has  been  slow 
due  to  the  recent  war.  In  general  the  standard  of  food  handling 
leaves  a  great  deal  to  be  desired.  During  the  war  years  little  could 
be  done  to  improve  the  structural  defects  of  food  premises,  and  since 
the  war  improvement  has  continued  difficult  owing  to  the  shortage 
of  building  labour  and  materials,  but  efforts  have  been  made  by  the 
steady  persistence  of  the  Inspectors  to  get  a  rise  in  the  standard  of 
the  conditions  of  food  premises. 

The  main  problem,  however,  is  not  so  much  the  premises  as 
the  handling  of  food,  and  while  the  highest  standard  is  necessary  the 
persons  employed  often  fall  far  short  of  what  could  be  desired. 
There  are  two  aspects  of  the  problem  needing  attention:  firstly,  the 
improvement  of  food  premises,  and  secondly,  the  training  of  food 
handlers.  Work  on  improving  food  premises  is  going  slowly  forward 
but  the  training  of  food  handlers  continues  to  lag  behind.  Taking 
a  long  term  view,  this  training  should  be  carried  out  by  the  Education 
Authority,  and  I  have  little  doubt  that  now  the  County  Council  have 
health  education  powers,  efforts  will  be  made  to  ensure  that  child¬ 
ren  at  school  are  trained  in  the  importance  of  strict  cleanliness  in  the 
handling  of  food.  Among  other  things  the  taking  of  meals  at  school 
should  materially  assist  in  this  training,  but  we  should  also  bring 
home  to  the  purchasers  of  food  the  necessity  for  demanding  its  clean 
handling  and  the  need  for  taking  care  of  it  after  purchasing  it.  There 
has  been  in  the  past  few  years  a  very  considerable  increase  in  food 
poisoning  and  one  cannot  but  view  the  present  situation  with  disquiet. 


MEAT. 

An  improvement  was  made  in  the  transport  of  meat  by  the 
provision  of  a  special  lorry,  fitted  for  hanging.  Unfortunately  a  good 
deal  of  the  meat  was  not  hung  and  lengthy  correspondence  with  the 
Ministry  of  Food  had  by  the  year  end  not  produced  satisfaction. 


ICE-CREAM. 

There  has  been  a  steady  improvement  in  the  quality  of  ice 
cream,  both  from  the  point  of  view  of  increased  food  value  and  of 
purity.  Your  Inspectors,  by  their  steady  persistence  have  now  suc- 
ceded  in  raising  ice  cream  to  a  high  standard  and  we  need  have  no 
doubts  about  the  quality  of  the  ice  cream  purchased  in  the  town. 
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SECTION  F 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over, 
Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  1949. 


Disease 

Corrected 

Notifications 

Cases  Admitted 
to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Smallpox  ...  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

9 

9 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

18 

6 

0 

Measles 

194 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

23 

0 

0 

Typhoid  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

Paratyphoid 

0 

0 

0 

Dysentry 

0 

0 

0 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

0 

Encephalitis 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas  ... 

3 

0 

0 

Acute  Pneumonia 

2 

0 

17 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

0 

0 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

0 

0 

0 

250 

16 

17 

The  figures  given  in  the  table  are  of  corrected  notifications 
i.e.,  confirmed  cases. 


DIPHTHERIA, 

A  small  outbreak  of  diphtheria  occurred  in  the  Spring.  There 
were  no  deaths,  the  cases  were  caused  by  a  ‘gravis’  strain  of  the  diph¬ 
theria  germ  in  a  particularly  virulent  strain.  The  outbreak  centred 
round  the  Bridge  Street  School.  The  high  immunisation  state  of  the 
children  prevented  a  serious  outbreak;  one  patient  was  an  adult,  the 
mother  of  one  of  the  children  attending  the  school.  Apart  from  the 
initial  case  all  were  mild  attacks.  But  for  immunisation  I  feel  sure 
that  this  would  have  been  a  sizeable  and  most  severe  outbreak. 


The  number  of  children  immunised  during  the  year  was  as 
follows: — 

Primary  Immunisations: 

Under  5  years  old  ...  ...  •••  504 

5 — 14  years  old  ...  ...  ...  •••  51 

Re-inforcing  “Booster”  injections  ...  369 
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The  “Immunisation  State”  of  Redditch  children  on  December 
31st,  1949,  was  as  follows: — 


Age 

0-1 

1- 

2- 

3- 

4- 

5-9 

10-15 

Total 

Number 

Immunised 

43 

336 

386 

367 

365 

1929 

1529 

4955 

Population 

(approx)  ...  ...  ...  ...  2679 

3688 

6367 

%  Immunised  ...  ...  ...  55.87% 

91  37% 

77.82% 

The  comparable  percentage  figures  on  December,  31st,  1948 
were: — 


%  Immunised 


53.48% 


90.92% 


74.64% 


SCARLET  FEVER. 

A  considerable  reduction  from  the  previous  year  was  noted: 
how  reliable  notification  figures  are  is  very  dificult  to  assess  as  so 
many  cases,  due  to  the  increasing  mildness  of  the  disease,  are  never 
reported. 

MEASLES. 

The  incidence  of  measles  followed  its  normal  two  year  period¬ 
icity  and  was  considerably  up  on  the  previous  year’s  figure.  One 
cannot  stress  too  much  the  importance  of  securing  medical  care  for 
all  cases  of  measles  to  avoid  the  often  serious  complications  which  so 
often  follow  it. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

The  incidence  was  about  half  that  of  1948.  Whooping  Cough 
also  gives  rise  to  serious  complications  and  is  a  most  distressing  con¬ 
dition.  Trials  with  the  vaccine  seem  to  be  demonstrating  its  potency 
and  several  doctors  in  the  town  are  using  it.  I  think  it  might  well  be 
considered  as  part  of  the  immunising  service  particularly  as  it  can  oe 
combined  with  diphtheria  immunisation  and  means  only  an  extra 
dose. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Tuberculosis  is  notifiable  to  the  District  Council,  and  Officers 
of  the  Public  Health  Department  visit  to  give  advice,  particularly 
where  insanitary  housing  is  involved.  The  County  Council  are  the 
Tuberculosis  Authority  responsible  for  its  general  control,  which  is 
exercised  through  the  Dispensary,  Tuberculosis  Officers  and  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Visitors.  During  the  year  23  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuber¬ 
culosis  and  6  new  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  reported. 
There  were  8  deaths  from  tuberculosis.  The  number  of  cases  on  the 
register  continues  to  rise,  showing  an  increase  of  7  over  the  previous 
year.  Tuberculosis  now  constitutes  the  major  problem  of  public 
health.  Between  the  two  wars  the  incidence  was  steadily  falling; 
during  the  war  this  fall  was  checked  and  reversed,  as  was  to  some 
extent  expected.  It,  was  thought  that  when  the  war  finished  the  in¬ 
cidence  of  tuberculosis  would  resume  its  downward  trend,  but  this 
has  not  materialised,  and  locally,  in  fact,  the  reverse  appears  to  be 
the  case. 
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The  reasons  for  this  are  very  hard  to  discover,  but  two  factors 
which  must  have  considerable  bearing  on  it  are  housing  and  lack  of 
hospital  facilities.  The  appalling  conditions  under  which  many 
people  are  obliged  to  live  are  very  conducive  to  the  spread  of  tuber¬ 
culosis,  and  the  lack  of  sanatorium  accommodation  often  leaves  the 
infectious  case,  after  diagnosis  at  the  dispensary,  to  remain  for  some 
six  to  eight  months  in  his  overcrowded  living  conditions  as  a  source 
of  infection  to  his  family. 

There  are  three  factors  which  aggravate  the  problem  of  tuber¬ 
culosis:  (1)  is  that  it  is  a  chronic,  long-term  illness,  affecting  very 
often  a  young  adult,  through  economic  loss;  (2)  it  is  an  illness  requir¬ 
ing  long  and  expensive  treatment,  which  often  involves  six  months 
in  hospital;  (3)  despite  the  improvement  in  modern  treatment  it  still 
has  a  very  high  death  rate.  Therefore,  in  the  immediate  future  we 
must  regard  it  as  one  of  the  problems  demanding  urgent  solution, 
and  if  for  no  other  reason  housing  progress  should  be  pushed  on  hs 
fast  as  it  may. 


TUBERCULOSIS  INCIDENCE  AND  MORTALITY 

DURING  1949. 


NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

AGE 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0  — 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1— 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2— 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5— 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15 — 

4 

3 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

25— 

3 

2 

0 

0 

2  . 

1 

0 

0 

35— 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

45— 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

55— 

3 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

65  and  over 

2 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

15 

8 

1 

5 

5 

3 

0 

0 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  register  on  December  31st,  1949, 
was: — 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Pulmonary 

75 

50 

125 

Non-Pulmonary 

13 

12 

25 

Total 

88 

62 

150 

Total  on  December 
31st,  1948. 


123 

20 


143 
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Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the 

Year  1949. 

'  *0* . . 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Redditch  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Henderson  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  eleventh  annual  report.  During 
the  year  under  review,  in  spite  of  the  shortage  of  building 
materials,  satisfactory  progress  has  been  made.  Thirtyone 
pail  closets  have  been  converted  to  the  water  carriage  sys¬ 
tem  and  informal  action  has  been  very  successful  as  in  each 
case  internal  water  supplies  and  improved  or  new  washing 
accommodation  has  been  provided.  Every  effort  is  being 
made  to  deal  with  the  remaining  pail  closets  and  to  encour¬ 
age  owners  to  carry  this  out,  plans  and  specifications  in  dup¬ 
licate  are  provided  to  enable  owners  to  obtain  tenders. 

The  Health  Committee  took  a  further  step  to  improve 
the  water  supplies  for  the  district.  Reports  were  considered 
on  the  water  supplies  for  the  Noahs  Green,  Berrow  Hill  and 
Bradley  Green  areas  and  decided  to  approve  a  scheme  for 
the  extension  of  mains  supplies. 

It  will  be  noted  that  there  is  a  considerable  improve¬ 
ment  in  ice  cream,  not  only  from  the  food  value,  where  the 
fat  percentage  has  increased  from  as  low  as  T%  to  from  6% 
-  10%,  but  the  cleanliness  is  now  remarkably  good. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks  to  the 
Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their 
co-operation  and  implementing  the  recommendations  of  the 
department  and  to  my  colleagues  and  staff  for  their  support 
and  assistance  rendered  to  me  during  the  year. 


A  summary 

of  the  work  of  the  department  is  as 

fol- 

lows: — 

INSPECTIONS. 

Animals  Kept 

— 

Piggeries  ... 

141 

Stables 

5 

Fowls,  Pigeons,  etc. 

23 

Complaints 

— 

Total  number  investigated 

491 

Dairies 

— 

Cowsheds  ... 

45 

Dairies 

57 

Disinfestation 

— . 

Number  of  houses  infested 

with  fleas  and  bugs  ... 

12 

Drainage 

— 

Number  of  drains  found  choked 

69 

Number  of  drains  found  defective  ... 

11 

Number  of  drains  tested 

131 

Visits  to  works  in  progress 

297 
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Dwelling  Houses  —  Number  inspected,  re  repairs  ...  ...  1164 

Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  1310 

Inspections,  re  overcrowding  ...  ...  43 

Inspections,  re  applications  for 

Council  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  715 

Number  found  dirty  ...  ...  ...  12 

Number  found  verminous  ...  ...  12 

Inspections  made,  re  applications  for 

building  licenses  ...  ...  ...  32 

Infectious  Diseases  Visits,  re  Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  19 

Visits,  re  Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  16 

Visits,  re  other  diseases  ...  ...  66 

Factories  —  Number  inspected  ...  ...  ...  200 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Food  Premises  —  Butchers’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 

Preparation  of  potted  meat,  etc.  ...  18 

Manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream  ...  152 

Samples  of  ice  cream  taken  for  chemical 

and  bacteriological  examination  ...  27 

Fruiterers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Fishmongers  and  Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  27 

Restaurants  and  Cafe  kitchens  ...  45 

Samples  of  milk  taken  for 

bacteriological  examination  ...  28 

Miscellaneous  Visits  Number  of  visits  not 

otherwise  classified  ...  ...  ...  509 

Shops  Acts  —  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Water  Supplies  —  Visits  to  premises,  re  wells  ...  ...  57 

Number  of  samples  taken  ...  ...  4 

Samples  taken  from  streams  and 

brook  courses  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Swimming  Baths  —  Number  of  visits  .. .  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  Samples  taken 

(all  satisfactory)  ...  ...  ...  3 


Total  number  of  Inspections  ...  5683 


IMPROVEMENTS. 

Houses  generally  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  177 

Wash-houses  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

Water  closets  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  84 

Additional  water  closets  provided  ...  ...  2 

Pail  closets  converted  to  water  closets  ...  ...  31 

Houses  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Verminous  premises  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  12 

Drains  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Choked  drains  cleared  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 

Dustbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Cesspools  emptied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Cesspools  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

Wells  abolished  and  main  supplies  laid  on  ...  1 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS  AND  FLEAS. 

Twelve  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  with  bed  bugs.  Kero¬ 
sene  containing  5%  D.D.T.,  and  Zaldecide  containing  D.D.T.,  is  used 
for  disinfestation.  The  premises  dealt  with  have  been  kept  under 
observation  and  second  treatments  were  not  necessary.  It  is  essen¬ 
tial  when  dealing  with  verminous  premises,  particularly  in  the  case 
of  fleas,  that  the  occupier  cleanse  the  house  and  the  tenant  is  in¬ 
structed  accordingly. 
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MILK  SUPPLY. 


The  register  contains  79  retail  purveyors  and  74  wholesale 

traders  and  producers,  of  which  8  are  tuberculin  tested  and  9  accred¬ 
ited  producers,  Redditch  is  also  supplied  with  tuberculin  tested  milk 
from  four  farms  in  the  Bromsgrove  rural  area.  In  October  the  prod¬ 
uction  of  milk  was  transferred  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  but  the  Ministry  Officials  co-operate  with  this  department 
and  invariably  I  meet  them  at  farms  and  deal  with  the  question  of 
drainage  as  new  applications  for  registration  are  made. 

The  building  of  the  new  dairy,  Birmingham  Road,  for  the  Red- 
ditch  Pure  Milk  Co.,  was  completed  and  equipped. 

Licenses  granted  during  the  year  under  the  Milk  (Special  De¬ 
signations)  Order  are  as  follows: — 

Pasteurised  (to  bottle  and  sell)  ...  1 

„  (Dealers)  ...  ...  ...  9 

Tuberculin  Tested  (to  bottle  and  sell)  2 

„  „  (Dealers)  ...  3 

28  samples  of  milk  (7  pasteurised,  17  tuberculin  tested,  and  1 
undesignated)  were  taken  for  examination.  All  of  them  were  satis¬ 
factory.  3  of  the  samples  were  also  submitted  for  biological  exam¬ 
ination  (detection  of  tubercle  bacillus)  and  all  were  satisfactory. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Water  is  supplied  throughout  the  district  by  the  East  Worces¬ 
tershire  Waterworks  Company.  Four  samples  of  mains  water  were 
taken  for  analysis,  three  of  which  were  satisfactory.  The  unsatis¬ 
factory  sample  was  taken  at  the  dairy  of  Astwood  Court  Farm  and 
it  was  found  that  the  pipe  line  on  the  premises  was  faulty.  This  was 
renewed  and  subsequent  samples  were  satisfactory. 


Approximately  135  premises,  including  outlying  farms  and 
dwellings  obtain  their  water  from  wells.  At  least  40%  of  these  are 
shallow  wells  subject  to  surface  pollution.  One  such  well  was  abol¬ 
ished  during  the  year  and  mains  water  laid  on. 

A  scheme  was  approved  to  extend  mains  services  to  Noahs 
Green,  Bradley  Green  and  Berrow  Hill  which  will  provide  for  39 
farms  and  cottages.  When  this  is  carried  out  98%  of  dwellings  will 
be  supplied  from  the  mains. 


Mr.  F.  H.  Bullock,  Water  Engineer,  East  Worcestershire  Water¬ 
works  Company,  informs  me  that  during  the  year  1949  the  following 
extensions  of  water  mains  were  carried  out: — 


Ref.  Situation 


Particulars 


E.M.265  Cemetery  Lane,  Redditch.  ... 


E.M.295  Batchley  Estate,  Redditch. 

E.M.308  Forge  Mill  Road,  Redditch. 
E.M.310  Batchley  Estate,  Redditch. 


E.M.314 

E.M.323 


??  ?? 

Dark  Lane,  Astwood  Bank. 


59 

yds. 

56 

yds. 

91 

yds. 

525 

yds. 

106 

yds. 

261 

yds. 

433 

yds. 

95 

yds. 

32 

yds. 

of  3-inch, 
of  4-inch, 
of  3-inch, 
of  4-inch, 
of  3-inch, 
of  3-inch, 
of  4-inch, 
of  3-inch, 
of  3-inch. 
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MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 


Meat  supplied  in  the  town  is  received  from  the  Government 
controlled  Slaughterhouse  at  Alcester,  at  which  all  food  animals  have 
been  slaughtered  since  1940.  The  Ministry  of  Food  are  responsible 
for  transporting  the  meat  to  the  shops,  and  an  improved  type  of  body 
for  hanging  carcases  was  provided,  after  which  no  further  complaints 
were  received  from  the  butchers  as  to  the  condition  of  the  meat 
delivered. 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle, 
exclud¬ 
ing  cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

636 

Number  Inspected 

464 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis: 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

— 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  ... 

5 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affect¬ 
ed  with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis  . . . 

1.1% 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

— - 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  ... 

16 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affect¬ 
ed  with  tuberculosis 

3.4% 

The  following  is  a  list  of  other  foodstuffs  surrendered  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption: — 


Meat,  veal,  pork,  etc.  ... 

Meat,  potted 

Meat,  “A”  quality  English  Lamb 
Sausage 


45  tins 
27  lbs. 
35  „ 

42 1  „ 
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Pork  Brawn 

Ham 

Cheese 

Cheese,  Boels  Blue 
Flour 

Flour,  Soya 
Butter 

Fruit,  bottled 
Fruit 

Fruit,  Dates 
Jam 

Marmalade 
Tates  Syrup 

Fish  . 

Fish,  tinned 

Bacon 

Ham 

Tomatoes  ... 
Tomato  Juice 
Fruit  Juice 
Beetroot  ... 
Runner  Beans 
Beans 

Spaghetti  ... 

Peas 

Carrots 

Turnips 

Mixed  Vegetables 
Potatoes  ... 

Soup 
Onions 
Chutney  ... 
Vinegar 
Salad  Cream 
Sauce 

Milk  . 

Sweetphat 
Grapefruit 
Piccalilli  ... 


10  lbs. 


1 6h 

M 

57| 

99 

73 

99 

3 

99 

87 

99 

2 

99 

20 

24 

tins 

8 

lbs. 

34i 

99 

5 

99 

1 

lb. 

5 

stone 

103 

tins 

58 

lbs. 

131 

99 

74 

tins 

9 

99 

7 

9 * 

4 

9 9 

8 

99 

19 

99 

3 

99 

42 

99 

41 

99 

4 

99 

4 

99 

1 

9i 

15 

99 

9 

jars 

1 

jar 

1 

bottle 

5 

bottles 

4 

99 

112 

tins. 

2 

lbs. 

1 

bottle 

5 

jars 

ICE-CREAM. 

Fiftyone  premises  are  registered  to  retail  ice-cream,  and  of 
these  15  are  registered  to  manufacture.  During  the  year  152  inspec¬ 
tions  were  made  and  27  samples  taken  for  analysis.  To  comply  with 
the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations  the  majority  of  local 
manufacturers  are  making  ice  cream  by  the  “complete  cold  mix” 
method,  i.e.  ice  cream  powder  subjected  to  heat  treatment  and  to 
which  mains  water  only  is  added.  The  remainder  have  obtained 
suitable  equipment  for  pasteurisation. 


A  summary  of  the  results  of  samples  taken  is  as  follows: — 


Number  of  samples  taken — 27. 


Grade  1  — 


99 

99 

99 


2 

3 

4 


23 

1 

3 

nil. 


The  methylene  blue  test  places  the  samples  in  one  of  four  pro¬ 
visional  grades.  Numbers  1  and  2  are  satisfactory  and  numbers  3 
and  4  unsatisfactory,  particularly  grade  4.  Repeat  samples  were 
taken  of  those  in  grade  3  and  all  subsequent  samples  were  in  grade  1. 
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RODENT  CONTROL. 


Local  authority  premises,  such  as  refuse  tips  and  sewage  works, 
are  regularly  inspected  and  treated  when  necessary.  The  analysis 


of  Inspections  and  Treatments  is  as  follows: — 

Inspections: 

Number  of  domestic  premises  inspected  ...  ...  ...  617 

„  „  business  „  „  .  158 

„  „  local  authority  premises  inspected  ...  ...  28 

Total  number  of  premises  inspected  803 


Infestations  found: 

Total  number  of  infestations  found  ...  ...  ...  172 

Analysis  of  Infestations: 

Number  of  infestations  found  (Rats)  (Major)  ...  ...  3 

„  „  „  „  „  (Minor) .  150 

Total  number  of  infestations  of  rats  found  153 


Number  of  infestations  found  (Mice)  (Major)  ...  ...  4 

„  „  „  „  „  (Minor) .  15 

Total  number  of  infestations  of  mice  found  19 


Treatment: 

Number  of  first  treatments  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  143 

„  „  second  treatments  ...  ...  ...  ...  116 

Total  number  of  treatments  259 


Analysis  of  First  Treatments: 

Number  of  first  treatments  (Rats)  (Major)  ...  ...  3 

„  „  „  „  „  (Minor)  132 

„  „  „  „  (Mice)  (Major)  4 

„  „  „  „  „  (Minor)  4 

Total  number  of  first  treatments  (Rats  and  Mice)  143 


Sewer  Maintenance  Treatment: 

Number  of  sewer  maintenance  treatments  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  manholes  baited  (first  treatment)  ...  ...  62 

,,  „  „  „  (second  treatment)  ...  154 

„  „  „  „  (third  treatment)  ...  54 

Total  number  of  manholes  baited  270 


Analysis  of  First  Treatment: 

Bait  Base:  Sausage  rusk  with  2 \°7o  Zinc  Phosphide. 

Number  of  manholes  baited  (actual  treatment)  ...  62 

,,  „  „  showing  prebait  take  ...  ...  25 

„  „  „  „  complete  prebait  take  6 

,.  „  „  „  partial  prebait  take  ...  19 
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Analysis  of  Second  Treatment: 

Bait  Base:  Bread  Mash  and  Arsenious  Oxide  (10%). 

Number  of  manholes  test  baited  (10%  of  manholes  not 

included  in  previous  treatment)  ...  ...  ...  52 

Number  of  manholes  baited  (actual  treatment)  ...  102 

...  „  „  showing  prebait  take  ...  ...  23 

„  „  „  „  complete  prebait  take  ...  4 

„  „  „  „  partial  prebait  take  ...  19 

Analysis  of  Third  Treatment: 

Bait  Base:  Sausage  rusk  with  2J%  Zinc  Phosphide. 

Number  of  manholes  baited  (actual  treatment)  ...  54 

„  „  „  showing  prebait  take  ...  ...  19 

„  „  „  „  complete  prebait  take  ...  7 

„  „  „  „  partial  prebait  take  ...  12 


SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION. 

Number  of  pail  closets  converted  into  water  closets  ...  ...  31 

Number  of  trough  closets  converted  into  water  closets  ...  Nil 

Analysis  of  sanitary  accommodation  at  the  end  of  1949: — 

Water  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9215 

Automatically  flushed  w.c’s.  ...  ...  ...  37 

Waste  water  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Pail  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  276 

Earth  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

HOUSING, 

INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  918 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  1310 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub¬ 

head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925 
and  1932  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  60 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  256 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  re¬ 

ferred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  hab¬ 
itation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  240 

REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF 
FORMAL  NOTICES. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  101 
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ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


(a)  PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  SECTION  9,  10  and  18 
OF  THE  HOUSING  ACT,  1936. 


(1) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 

Nil 

(2) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rend¬ 
ered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices:— 

(a)  By  owners  ... 

Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

Nil 

(b) 

PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 

(1) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  . 

139 

(2) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices:— 

(a)  By  owners  ... 

76 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

Nil 

(c) 

PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  SECTIONS  11  and  13  OF 

THE 

HOUSING  ACT,  1936. 

(1) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  were  made  ... 

Nil 

(2) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 

Nil 

(d) 

PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  SECTION  12  OF  THE 
HOUSING  ACT,  1936. 

(1) 

Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 
ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made 

1 

(2) 

Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 
ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit  ... 

Nil 

HOUSING  ACT,  1936,  PART  IV.,  OVERCROWDING. 

(a) 

(i) 

Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 
of  the  year 

78 

(ii) 

Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 

162 

(iii) 

Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

502 

(b) 

Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 
during  the  year  ... 

78 

(c) 

(i) 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 
during  the  year  ... 

114 

(ii) 

Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 

337 

(d) 

Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding 

Nil 
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FACTORIES. 


1.— INSPECTIONS  FOR  PURPOSES  OF  PROVISIONS 

AS  TO  HEALTH. 


Premises 

Number  of 

(1) 

No.  on 
Register 
(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4,  & 

6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Author¬ 
ities 

53 

10 

— 

— 

(ii)  Factories  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  Is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  ... 

246 

185 

- — 

— 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises) 

4 

5 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

303 

200 

— 

— 
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2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of 
offences  in 
respect  of 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Reme¬ 

died 

(3) 

Referred 
To  H.M. 

In¬ 

spector 

(4) 

Referred 
By  H.M. 

In¬ 

spector 

(5) 

which 
Prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 
(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(S.l)  . 

5 

5 

- - 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temp¬ 
erature  (S.3) 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventil¬ 
ation  (S.4) 

* - 

— 

— — 

— - 

— 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6)  ... 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— — 

Sanitary  convenien¬ 
ces  (S.7) 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  insufficient 

1 

1 

— 

- — 

— - 

(b)  unsuitable 
or  defective 

8 

8 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  not  separate 
for  sexes  ... 

— 

- — 

- — 

— 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including  of¬ 
fences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

TOTAL  ... 

14 

14 

— 

— 

■ — 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Mrs.  Henderson  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  CHAMPION, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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